CHAPTER II

THE AUSTRO-GERMAN KINGDOM  OF  POLAND
1915-1918

IN the summer of 1915 the colossal success of Mackensen's
offensive in Galicia, with the reoccupation of Lwow by the
Austrians on June 22, and Hindenburg's drives at Warsaw,
which the Russians were compelled to evacuate on August 5,
brought about a fresh development in Polish affairs.
The Russian solution of the Polish Question, which had come
into prominence with the prosperous campaign of the Grand
Duke Nicholas in Galicia during the preceding autumn and
winter, dropped into the background.
Dmowski and other members of the National Committee
founded in November 1914, withdrew from Warsaw, and estab-
lished themselves temporarily in Petrograd. In July 1915, the
Central Powers offered peace on favourable terms to Russia, who
declined to accept it on any terms, and thereafter suffered the
most tremendous losses. The prospect for Russia, as for the
Polish Russophils or Ententophils (Orjentacja Koalicyjnd), was
undeniably bleak. Early in the winter of that year, Dmowski
transferred his energies to London, and started intensive propa-
ganda work.
The situation did not give to the Austrophils more satisfaction
than it did to the Russophils. Soon after the opening of Macken-
sen's campaign the Supreme National Committee returned from
Vienna to Cracow, and three days after the fall of Warsaw issued
a proclamation in which it said that while the Poles must continue
to fight Russia, they must make it clear that their aim in the War
was the establishment of a Polish State. The Congress Kingdom
would now, it declared, have to play the most important r61e.
"We recognize that/' said the Committee, "and we await the
moment when Warsaw, the heart of Poland, will guide the